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MEMORATDUY FOR TIE RBOORD 26 August 1952
PEO¥: Asgistant to the Director |

SURJECT: Visit of lamdrum Bolling, Editor, and Ray “iste,
¥aneping Editor, UVERZRS: WEWS AGERCY,

1., Tendwm Bolling fommerly an B4 forelgn corvespondent
hag, ‘n company with anobier backer, purchused e Overseas lows
Agency Zrowm i, . Visbengrad ap of Hay 1952, CHA was fomerly
ke 85 e prejudiced agency within the irade. 10 was heavily
financed by Zlonist capitel and affiliated in an intimate if
wsfiicial capeeity with the Jewish Telepraph Agency. Bolling
gsﬁ%& tratl he bas broken with the past, has thoroughly ecrubbed

, Yop agengy, and has cleaned wp the sbeff. VA markets its
service to approximately L0 newspapers in the United states, It
gepends for its news zetlheriung on stringers abroad, generally
utilizing the bolter-knomm and more copelent correspondenis of
other nowspagers and apgencies, WA relies heavily upon Britlsh

2, The agency is now in & reasonably precarious financial
pogltion, and Bolling is concentrating his efforts on & buildeup of
sthseribers., It markete 5 reports by alvmaill each week incinding
an Iron Curtalp report, Charges range from approximstely 2100 a
westk for the principal subseriber down to a minimal scale,

3. Bolling came to us after having talked to State on two
prinelpal problens:

a) FHe is Intercsted in developing more strinpers
and getting access o fMurther information for
his services sbread particularly in Fastern
Eerope and the Middle Dast. T indleated that
14 could not help him make tlese contacts, and
I ikewige agserted that (I would not under
any clreumstances wheisoover provide inforve-
ton, e recognized the vl v af this

b) Belling believes that there is need for the
development of subscribers to an independent
American news gervice oversess, particularly in
the Middle East, Eastern Surope, Nori: ifrics,
sd Southeast 2sia, Fe believes that His
orzarization 1s unlquely qualified o do thc job
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since it deals primarily in feature camentaries
and interpretive articles., Ie asserts thab mest

- heNgpEpers are adequately supplied with Fonmthppot”

ire vews either as subscribers to the principsl wire
ervices or s Highjackers of radioed news. Dolling
does not believe the State Department iz dodng &
completely satisfactory job partieulayrly in ibe
viddle Lest, and contends al it ediiors Giere were
offered 4 leglidmate forei n service at & price Lhey
could alford, they would be happier To take thely neows
frem an agency rather ilan fyvom an officig) arm of the
UE govermment,

Bolling lar propositioned the Ford Foundation sn a
plan to underwrite the cost of this news distribution
aince 1t obvigusly cannot be maintained on a sound
economic footlry., e proposes that the rord rounda-
tion establish an elecmosymary organization ior ihe
collectlon and editing of news which would benefit the
Hestern world il published sbroad, This organisation
would then contract Jor the distribuition of ite
product to subscribers abruvad ibroush ile offices of
OHA. He wanted us o be infomed on tiis proposition
in Hie event the Ford Foundailon querics ue on our
viewn,

e 4sa parting shot, Hss Sisbo aslked 1f C14 might be
interested in subseribing to the (MA service. T told ber I doubied
%ﬁat; 1t world be useful to us but thab I would sownd out cur DEopLe
L+ ﬁ%&t '

5, Attached are a few offsets ou CNA maberd together with
& eouple of weekly reports and copy ol (NA's proposel Yo the Ford
Wﬁﬁn’

' C. B, HANSEN
%m:&; UDAF -

ODCI/CB %/ veb

1=/
v 1 = Gemoral Counsel #rmel Copmsy of Argpeant
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A Proposal
for

An International Information Foundation

To Promote

The Exchangs of %ress Materials Among Countries of the Free wWorld

-

Pur@ae _
To establish the facilities for collecting, editing and processing

~ background information about significant developments and viewpoints in
economics, politics, and scientific and cultural affairs within the

United States and other countries in various parts of the world and to
distribute this meterial, through normal press channels, to the newg~
papers and magezines of the free nations, Emphasis would be placed not
upon "spot-news,” with which the international press associations are
already primarily concerned, but upon the kind of fea£ar& and analytical
reporting which are sorely needed to provide the basis for any mass under-
standing of important events and trends in various phases of world affnirs.
Special efforts would be mede to intruducg into the stream of "news® more
adequate coverage of the nen-senzetional snd non-political, particularly
in the fields of religion, science, social welfare, education, intsrnationsl
trade and the arts, In the handling of the entire service the over-riding
purpose would be to present honest informetion without national, politieal
or parochiai bias in order to further a basic human understanding among

the pecples of the world,
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Project

A central administrative and editorial office would be set up in
New York to gather the material and to prepare it for the most effective
use, In time, régienal offices would be established in the Middle Fast
and Europe and perhaps, eventually, in Latin Americe and the Far East,
The raw material for this infermetiocn service would be secured from the
following sources:

1) existing publications, willing to grant translation and reprint
rights, so long as the articles met the proper standards of honesty and
international cbjectivity. This would specifically include acholarly,
technical and trade publications, as wall as periodicals of mass appeal,

2) the afriaial reports, press releases and bulletinsg of the United
Hations and related international agencies. Vast qusntities of valuable
snd interesting material sre available from these sources, most of which
is never passsed on to the public in any way, because the press representa-
tives assirned to these organizations are, by the nature of things, pre-
occupled with the conflicts and "spot-news" evants of the moment.

3) the official reports, press releases and bulletins of variocus
governmental information services. Here again, large amounts of worth-
while information is available, but the press representatives to whom
this material is now directed are 80 overwhelmed by its sheer wvolume and
are under such pressure to cover the “story~-of-the-day" that the great
bulk of it is either ignored or treated in the most fragmentary way,

L) momitored radie broadcasts, reports of which are available through
government agencies, particularly in London and Washington, and the moni-
toring reports of Radio Pree Europe,
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5) reports, bulletins, news releases and backzround material available
from‘induatzies, acientific organizations, trade associations, and similar

private groups.

Distribution

‘ The Foundation would be primarily an information-gathering and
informaticn~grécasaing organization. It would make its reports and
bulletins available as widely as possible -- to libraries, schools,
diplonatic missions and foreign offices, and to publicaiians.' Hovever,
it would have a special concern to produce a usable press gervice which
would recommend itself on its own merits of honesty, thoroughness and
objectivity to the newspapers of the free world. It sheuld attempt to
reach the nawapa@ers in one or both of two wayss |

1) To whatever extent possible the Foundation would attempt to
promote a direct exchange of press materials among leading newspapers
of various caﬁntriea. A praliminary investigation has already indicated
some interest in this approsch from editors of such papers &s The Manchester
Guardian, the San Francisco Chronicle, and the Bombey Chronicle.
| 2) The Foundation would also make a lﬁrgﬁ part of its press materials
available for sale through existing commafcial press services already oper-
ating in verious parts of the world. The rgason for this appraa#h has to do
essentially with the need to avoid the propagands label which inevitebly
ettached to any private or government effort to distribute news and
information through other then normal press service channels, Editors
would be offered the materials prepared by the Foundation at the normal
locel rates, however low, payable in local currenclies, however non-convertible
or non-trensfarasble, The sgles agency, in turn, would divide its returns

with the Foundation on a 50-50 basis, the a | he
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For Immedists Development: Information Servics for the Middle rast

It is generally recognized by close students of the Middle Bast that
this vital arssa is ome in which Western, particularly American, influsnce
has sunk to a striicingly low point, And it must be admitted that Communist
peneiration has only 2 small bearing upon this development, Suspicion,
distrust, fear, chauvinism, end sectarian fanaticism are epidemic in the
region,

As part of this ferment, strong new revolutionary forces are trying
to break the ancient pattern of feudal control, corruption and colonial
exploitation, Those dynamic forces have not yet been captured by the
Communists, They may be in time,

Meanwhile, the United Statea snd other major wWestern powers have
lost muqh of their ability to influence the course of avents in the Middle
East and are congpicuously failing to penetrate the minds and shape the
thinking of the literate minority~-much less of Lhe broad maspas of the
people, Overt government propaganda is having and, by the nature of things,
can have only a very limited effect,

At the sams time, there are grave liimitations on what private
tommercial news services can do in this situation. They are necessarily
precccupled with the "spot news” of the moment, Their revenuas are so
small that they cannot affcrd to devote much effort to collecting press
material specially adapted for Middle Fast readers, Thus, the press field
is left to far too grest an extent in the Middle East to special interest
groups which are either utterly venal and cpportunistic or are linked

more or less directly to foreign governments and local political groups,
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Under the Internationsl Information Foundation it is proposed to
establish a small staff in the Middle xaaﬁ and in New York to selsct, edit,
and procezs & balanced and objective service of feature and'b#ckgraund
information to be distributed through commercial channels to the press of
the Middle Fast, This service would utilize the services of both Americsns
and natives of Middle Esstern countries, It would not attempt to serve as
an American propaganda servi?e, but ultimate gontral would be, at least in
the beginning, in the hands of Americans with ; sense of concern and
responsibility for doing an effactive infermation‘jah in the Middle rast,
Great care would be taken to avoid entanglemani in the internal policies
of the area,

Subject matter covered by the pervice would include the following:

1) actions of the United Nations and other international bodies which
relate to the Middle East; 2) trade developments linking the Middle East

- with other parts of the free werld; 3) the efforts of the Point Four program
and the projects of Westsrn aﬁucktional and philanthropic organizations to
contribute to the development of the area; li) the experiences and cbservations
of students and others from the ¥iddle East temporarily resident in america
or other Western countriss; 5) honest interpretation of American and Western
policies toward the Middle EFast, plus 6) auch other topiez as might properly
be treated in order to further &n appreciation of the resources and basice
unity of interests among the nations of the free world,
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CONARENTIA™

Bacurity Information
26 Aug 52

(DATE)

TO:

Mr, Houston
BUILDING ROOM NO.

317 South
REMARKS:

For your info, !

FROM:
Col, Hansen

BUILDING ROOM NO. EX]
Central 22 |

FSDE%MWNﬂg 36'—8 16—64575-1 U. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE
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